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Jeevan Baniya

baniyajeevan@hotmail.com

Jeevan Baniya is a Research Fellow at the Democracy and Social Movement In-
stitute at Sungkonghoe University and a part-time researcher at the Seoul branch
of the Nautilus Institute. Hailing from Nepal, Baniya has an M.A. in NGO Stud-
ies from Ajou University and has written extensively about the role of civil so-
ciety and its role in peace building and conflict resolution in his native country.
Other research interests include comparative studies between Korean and Nepali
NGOs and the changing nature of democracy in Nepal.

Jason J. Blazevic

blazjaso@isu.edu

Jason J. Blazevic is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Political Science,
Idaho State University. Jason holds graduate degrees from Washington State
University (M.A. American Diplomatic History, Modern East Asia), Idaho State
University (M.A. International Relations), and Northern Arizona University (B.S.
History). Research fields include public administration; American government;
International Relations; Chinese, American and Japanese energy policies; modern
Chinese and Japanese political history; and foreign policy. Jason is currently an
instructor of courses such as Introduction to American Government, Introduction
to International Relations and East Asian Politics. Jason has published articles
titled “Oil, the United States and China” in the March 2007 issue of The Journal
of Social Science published by International Christian University, Tokyo, Japan
and “Japan and the East China Sea: Realism, Policy and the Security Dilemma”
in the spring 2009 issue of Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs published by
Stanford University, Stanford, USA.
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Andrew Calhoun

redliondrew@yahoo.ca

Andrew Calhoun is a Ph.D. candidate at Yonsei University’s Graduate School of
International Studies and specializes in contemporary Korean issues as well as
US-Korea diplomatic history. He is also currently a lecturer at Korea Aerospace
University where he teaches English media and cultural understanding.

Hyo Joon Chang

hyojoonchang@gmail.com

Hyo Joon Chang is a graduate student at Yonsei University’s Graduate School of
International Studies in South Korea, studying foreign policy and international
security. His academic interests include the global effort to promote peace and se-
curity, especially in terms of international peace operations, in addition to Korean
and American foreign policy. He has interned at the United Nations Division in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Korea, and the Institute of Foreign
Affairs and National Security. His piece “Can the Lee Administration Make a Dif-
ference in Promoting North Korean Human Rights?” was published in the Korean
Policy Review at Harvard University in 2008. He received his B.A. from Yonsei
University in Western History, Political Science and Diplomacy.

Eun-il Cho

eunilcho@gmail.com

Eun-il Cho is a student at Yonsei University’s Graduate School of International
Studies focusing on International Cooperation. Her research interests include in-
ternational security and foreign policy within the Asia-Pacific region. She has
interned at the New York Times Tokyo Bureau, in addition to working as a liaison
for the Finance Minister of Japan during the 2008 ASEM Finance Ministers’ Meet-
ing. She graduated from Waseda University in 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science.

Renate Clasen

renateclasen@googlemail.com

After completing her Magister in sociology (subsidiary subjects: philosophy and
economic policy) at Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University in Bonn (Germa-
ny) with a thesis about education and economy in South Korea, the author free-
lanced for two years as a translator of Korean books for two German comic-book
publishers. She is currently teaching Korean history, culture, and economy as a
fulltime lecturer at Myongji University while pursuing a Ph.D. in Korean Studies
at Yonsei GSIS. Her fields of interest are educational development and cultural
exchange.
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Kent A. Davy

kentdavy@gmail.com

Kent Davy has degrees in Philosophy (Cornell University, A.B.) and Law (The
Harvard Law School, J.D.) He practiced law in New York and Seoul for 25 years
and also developed real estate in Korea, where he has lived for 14 years. He cur-
rently is engaged in graduate work in Korean Studies at Yonsei University’s Grad-
uate School of International Studies. (In the interest of full disclosure, he wishes
to note that he is currently studying Korean religion with Professor Vermeersch;
the volume under review is not a part of the syllabus, however.)

Timothy Gitzen

tgitzen@yonsei.ac.kr

Timothy Gitzen is a student at Yonsei University’s Graduate School of Interna-
tional Studies in the Korean Studies Program, and focuses primarily on the inter-
action of popular culture and media industries and the changing world markets
in East Asia. He has done significant research on Korean and Japanese popular
music cultures and markets, focusing on production, distribution and consump-
tion. In addition, he worked as Assistant House Manager for nearly four years at
the Schwartz Center for Performing Arts in Atlanta. He received his Bachelor’s
degree at Emory University in both Japanese and Religion, and is currently the
Editor in Chief of Papers, Essays and Reviews, the Yonsei Journal of International
Studies.

H.E. Dr. Seung-Soo Han

Prime Minister, The Republic of Korea

Prime Minister Han was educated at Yonsei University and Seoul National Uni-
versity, and received his doctorate at the University of York in the United Kingdom
in 1968. He was a Fulbright Scholar at Harvard University, a visiting Professor at
the University of Tokyo, taught economics at the University of York, University
of Cambridge, and Emmanuel University, in addition to serving as a Professor of
Economics at Seoul National University. Prior to becoming Prime Minister of
South Korea, he served on the National Assembly, Chairman of the Korean Trade
Commission, Ambassador to the United States, Chief of Staff to Former Korean
President Young Sam Kim, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Minister of
Finance and Economics, Deputy Prime Minister, and President of the fifty-sixth
session of the United Nations General Assembly. Prime Minister Han also was a
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Graduate School of International Studies
at Yonsei University.
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Yusuke Imanishi

ykb.imanishi@gmail.com

Yusuke Imanishi received his B.A. in Policy Studies from Kwansei Gakuin Uni-
versity in 2007. While he was an undergraduate student at Kwansei Gakuin Uni-
versity, he studied for one year at Emory University in the US as an exchange
student. He went to Osaka University, where he received his M.A. in English
Linguistics in Spring 2009. In Fall 2009, he will start his doctoral studies at the
Department of Linguistics and Philosophy of Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT). His research interests include generative syntax, comparative syntax,
Japanese syntax, and dialectal variations of syntax. He is also interested in the
preservation of endangered languages.

Seung-eun Lee

kleinai@naver.com

Seung-eun Lee is a teaching assistant in Chinese at the Cyber Hankuk Univer-
sity of Foreign Studies (CUFS) in Seoul, South Korea. She received her M.A.
degree in the Department of Chinese Studies from the Graduate School of Inter-
national and Area Studies at Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (HUFS) in
August 2008. She also majored in Chinese as an undergraduate at HUFS. She has
worked as a Chinese interpreter for state organizations and as a Chinese teacher
at Daewon Foreign Language High School in Seoul. At the moment she is prepar-
ing to research abroad for a doctorate in Chinese Studies in the fields of society
and culture. Her research interests concern social changes and modernity at both
the macro level and the micro level of everyday life in Northeast Asian societies,
especially in China, in regional and global contexts.

Junjie Luo

Jjluo3®@illinois.edu

Junjie Luo is a Ph.D. candidate in the Program in Comparative and World Lit-
erature at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His research interests
include classical and modern Chinese fiction, representations of China in world
literatures, psychoanalytical theory, postcolonial theory, and translation theory. He
is now working on his Ph.D. dissertation on the representation of desire in Jin Ping
Mei.

Nicolas Marceau

nicolas.marceau@alumni.utoronto.ca

Nicolas is currently a second semester student at Yonsei GSIS focusing on Korean
Studies. Having received his Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Toronto in
2006, he has been concentrating on Korean language study for the past two years.
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Nicolas has been involved with and participated in the Yonsei-Korea Foundation
Korean Studies Forum. His research interests are primarily concentrated around
labor union formation and developmental dictatorships in Korea, but extend to the
impact of video-game culture in North-East Asia, focusing on Korea and Japan.

Michael A. Panton

mapanton@syr.edu

Michael received his B.S., Suma cum Laude, from Excelsior College in 2001.
He then moved on to receive his J.D. from Syracuse University College of Law
in 2005, followed by his M.A., Honors First Class in International Studies from
The University of Sydney in 2007 and his L.L.M. with Distinction in Corporate
and Financial Law from The University of Hong Kong in 2008. He is currently a
Ph.D. student at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore focusing on American hegemonic influence in post-war Asia
and maintaining the balance in Sino-Japanese relations.

Pieter E. Stek

pieter@yonsei.ac.kr

Pieter Stek hails from the Netherlands but considers Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to
be his hometown. He is currently a student of Yonsei University’s Graduate School
of International Studies majoring in International Cooperation and recently com-
pleted an internship at Malaysiakini.com, an Internet newspaper based in Kuala
Lumpur. He is also the President of the Yonsei GSIS Debate Society, a project he
initially founded with special assistance from the Dean of the GSIS last year.

Michal Vodrazka

vodrazka_michal@yahoo.co.uk

Michal Vodrazka studied international and EU law at the University of West Bo-
hemia in the Czech Republic. He then worked in the International Relations de-
partment of the Czech Ministry of Finance, and is now a graduate student at KDI
School of Public Policy and Management in Seoul, focusing on international rela-
tions and political economy.



