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In our shrinking world, cross-linguistic and intercultural collaborations have be-
come increasingly important. This is especially true for North Korea, a country so 
often misunderstood and relatively distant in Western discourse. Nevertheless, west-
ern commentators on North Korea traditionally lack engagement with a group that 
has much to offer on the subject: North Koreans in exile, particularly those who not 
RQO\�KDYH�¿UVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\��EXW�EDVH�WKHLU�VWXGLHV�RI�1RUWK�.RUHD�
on this experience and/or continue to maintain ties with those inside the country. We 
should learn from and build on the lessons of the Orientalist and post-colonial eras 
by working through the clashes of frameworks that accompany one culture’s study 
of another.

Entry Points into a Closed Society Undergoing Change

The North Korean regime continues to enforce a closed society and prohib-
LWV�RUJDQLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ÀRZ�RQ�PXOWLSOH�IURQWV��7KHUH� LV�QR� LQGHSHQGHQW�PH-
dia, every kind of art must be approved before publication, and North Kore-
ans cannot communicate freely with outsiders. Those who do pass through 
these informational borders are either part of a political elite that exists to en-
force the regime’s communications blockade,1 or are members of the business 
FODVVHV��:KLOH�H[DPLQLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRUN�LQ�EXVLQHVV�PD\�SURYLGH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�

�� 6HH��IRU�H[DPSOH��-DQJ�-LQ�6XQJ��³7KH�3URSDJDQGD�2I¿FHUV¶�/DWHVW�&RXS��6RXWK�.RUHDQV�0RXUQ�7KH�
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