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Graduate School of International Studies at Yonsei University
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Kyung Suk Lee graduated from Yonsei GSIS in 2015 with a Master’s de-
gree in International cooperation specialized in international security. He is 
interested in the nexus between traditional and nontraditional security in 
East Asia. Especially his primary research topic is energy security in terms 
of realization of the Northeast Asia peace and Cooperation Initiative. Having 
grown up in Germany he majoring in theology in his undergraduate, and also 
interested in the relationship between religion and politics. In 2013, he was 
the junior representative of 130th anniversary of Korea-Germany diplomatic 
relations and currently a member of Korean-German Junior forum. 
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RMIT University
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Nguyen Thi Thuy Hang is a doctoral student at the School of Global, Urban 
and Social Sciences of the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT). 
She has research interests in U.S. foreign policy, European integration, Eu-
ropeanisation and globalisation. Her doctoral research entitled ‘U.S. foreign 
policy towards European integration, 1969 -1974: A new understanding’ 
aims to examine the changes and continuities in U.S. policy towards Europe-
an unification under the Nixon administration, analyse the impacts of such 
changes on the United States - the European Economic Community relations 
and draw lessons for countries in relations with the United States and the 
European Union in the present time.  
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Peter Chang Yup Kim is an MA candidate in International Relations and Inter-
national Economics at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 
Studies where he concentrates in energy and environmental policy and in-
ternational relations of Asia. His research explores regional cooperation in 
East Asia, especially the comparative political economy of energy security 
and sustainable development. He is currently assisting with research at the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in 
Incheon, South Korea. 
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Cristian Talesco is currently a PhD candidate in Social Development at the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. He holds an MA in Australian Studies from 
King’s College London and a master’s degree in European and International 
Studies from the University of Trento (Italy). He was a visiting student at 
the University of Melbourne in 2012, the University of Technology Sydney in 
2007 and the University of Lisbon in 2003-2004. In 2007, Cristian took part 
to the International Election Observation mission in Timor-Leste with the 
United Nations Development Program.
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Johns Hopkins University – The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies
k2they2@gmail.com

Myung Jung Kim, born in South Korea has received education in multiple 
countries, including Canada, China and the United States. Her multinational 
background and her experiences working with NGOs for North Korean hu-
man rights deepened her interest in international politics regarding Korean 
peninsula, especially the U.S.-China relations and dynamics of Northeast 
Asia. Within the 5-semester program at SAIS, she earned a graduate certifi-
cate at SAIS Nanjing campus in China, and a Master’s degree at SAIS Wash-
ington DC campus. With double concentrations in Conflict Management and 
International Law & Organization, she hopes to contribute to a peaceful Ko-
rean reunification and the international community. 
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Graduate School of International Studies at Yonsei University
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Jung Taek Lim graduated with a Master’s degree in international coopera-
tion with a concentration in international security and East Asian studies. He 
previously served as the president of Yonsei LiNK (Liberty in North Korea). 
He received his BA from Tufts University. His experience working at the ROK 
embassy in the US advanced his interests in the US-ROK alliance and in-
ternational politics in Northeast Asia. His Master’s thesis entitled, ‘Alliance 
Paradox’ for South Korea? The Rise of China and its implication to the US-
ROK alliance, explores the impact of a rising China on the the extant alliance 
between the US and ROK. 
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Brandon K. Gauthier, M.A. graduated from Elon University in 2006, and is 
presently a PhD candidate in American history at Fordham University. Spe-
cializing in U.S. diplomatic history, he is at work on a dissertation examining 
the intellectual and cultural history of U.S. foreign relations with the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea from 1948 to 1996. He has previously 
written for NKnews.org and theAtlantic.com. 


