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The world is facing an unprecedented situation, and a clear answer or ending to it 
is yet to be seen. In times of crisis, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on 
the present is a given priority; what we should do right now to respond to or even 
mitigate our circumstances is always at the forefront of our consciousness, and 
it is natural to focus on what is. However, this moment in time is exactly that — a 
moment in our history, both as individuals and as a global community. There is no 
intention to diminish the state of the world today; rather, the goal of this letter and, 
on a larger scale, this journal, is to remind ourselves that who we are today and 
how the world currently operates is a result of the past as well as a foundation for 
the future. Thus, it is imperative to analyze our lives as a part of a history that we 
VKDSH��WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WUXWKV�IURP�WKH�SDVW��DQG�WR�HQYLVLRQ�D�IXWXUH�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�FUHDWH�
as a result of our ongoing battle against various adversities.

This is the ultimate goal of this issue: to understand the regional past, pres-
ent, and future of East Asia. This does not only mean looking at the political or 
economic aspects of East Asian society but also gaining a better understanding 
of the people — the subcultures, even the individuals — that move and shape this 
UHJLRQ�RYHU�WLPH��7KH�¿UVW�SDSHU�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�LV�HQWLWOHG�³7KH�86�-DSDQ�52.�5HOD-
tionship in the Making: A Trilateral Alignment” by Kim Sanghoon, which details the 
workings of the alignment that constitutes these three countries in the face of the 
RQJRLQJ�1RUWK�.RUHDQ�QXFOHDU�FULVLV��,Q�WKLV�WH[W��.LP�GHOLQHDWHV�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQV�RI�DQ�
³DOOLDQFH´�DQG�DQ�³DOLJQPHQW´�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�WKH�IRUPHU�FDQQRW�EH�FOHDQ-
ly achieved by the United States, South Korea, and Japan. The paper assesses 
the shortcomings of the alignment and underscores that the tensions between the 
ROK and Japan are what hinder the maturity of the trilateral alignment into a stable 
alliance. The author makes recommendations to strengthen the US-Japan-ROK 
relationship to maintain and, perhaps, even develop the security of the East Asian 
region against the growing threat of a more intense nuclear crisis.

Sigit and Aurelia V.T. Ngambut also look at the relationships the United 
6WDWHV�KDV�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��WKLV�WLPH�ZLWK�7DLZDQ�DQG�&KLQD�LQ�WKHLU�SDSHU��³7KH�
US-Taiwan-China Relations: Maintaining Peace through the Taiwan Relations Act.” 
It focuses on the role that the TRA plays in setting the tone of discourse and inter-
action between these three nations and describes how the controversy of autono-
my and sovereignty is what creates further tension within the region. The authors 
assess the various strings that tie these three nations together, concluding with a 
policy recommendation that focuses on the revision of the TRA to ensure better 
relations between these countries.

7KH�¿QDO�SDSHU�E\�'U��<XNR�7DNDKDVKL��HQWLWOHG�³'ULIWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�.RUHD�DQG�
Japan: 1.5-generation zainichi Koreans under Japanese colonial rule,” offers a per-
spective into how the past and the present coalesce. It offers insight into the life and 
struggles of 1.5 generation Koreans who lived in Japan during the time the Korean 
peninsula was under Japanese colonial rule. Not only does it assess the community 
aspect of this case, but it also looks deeper into the formation of identity and ethnic 
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�WKURXJK�WKHLU�XQLTXH�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�DXWKRU�GH¿QHV�WKUHH�FODVVHV�
in which these immigrants were implicitly sorted, and she analyzes the complexity 
of a situation in which one’s ethnic identity and geopolitical circumstances are in 
FRQVWDQW�FRQÀLFW�DQG�QHJRWLDWLRQ�
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Although they are shorter in length, the essays are more focused in scope 
and provide the reader with unique insights and perspectives about East Asia. The 
¿UVW� HVVD\� LV�ZULWWHQ� E\�6RR\XQ� �&ODUD��+RQJ�� DQG� LW� H[DPLQHV� WKH� GLFKRWRP\�RI�
the public person and the private self constructed by the K-pop industry and K-pop 
IDQ�¿FWLRQ�� ³:KDW¶V� LQ�D� �6WDJH��1DPH"�3XEOLF�3HUVRQDV��3ULYDWH�6HOYHV��DQG� WKH�
7UDQVJUHVVLRQ�RI�$XWKHQFLW\´�XVHV�IDQ�¿FWLRQ�ZHEVLWHV�WR�GLVFHUQ�KRZ�DIIHFW�LV�WUDQV-
gressed by both the performers and audience, and ultimately explores the conten-
tious negotiations made between the so-called public and private. 

7KH�VHFRQG�HVVD\�ZULWWHQ�E\�-RHO�3HWHUVVRQ�,YUH��WLWOHG�³0D\OLQJ�DQG�0D\�
Fourth--Understanding the Internationalism of Madame Chiang Kai-shek’s Speech 
to the US Congress in 1943” is a historical piece that analyzes the writings of one 
RI�WKH�PRVW�IDPRXV�&KLQHVH�SROLWLFDO�¿JXUHV�GXULQJ�DQG�DIWHU�::,,��%HJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�
Madame Chiang’s writings from her teenage years and ending with her speech to 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&RQJUHVV��WKLV�HVVD\�WUDFHV�KHU�³LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVWLF´�XSEULQJLQJ�DQG�
later experiences to argue that the motivations behind them were fundamentally 
nationalist. The author adds to existing scholarship by providing a detailed and in-
sightful historiography of her writings that portray Madame Chiang’s hopeful efforts 
in championing her own visions for China. As such, Ivre compliments the pieces in 
WKLV� MRXUQDO�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�DQG�UROHV�SOD\HG�E\�KLVWRULFDO�¿JXUHV�LQ�
US-China relations. 

The book review written by Samuel Gardner on AI Superpowers: China, 
Silicon Valley, and the New World Order (2018) is timely and encompasses issues 
of the past, present, and future in East Asia. The argument that technological de-
YHORSPHQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�DUWL¿FLDO� LQWHOOLJHQFH��ZLOO�EULQJ�DERXW�JUHDW�FKDQJHV� WR� WKH�
world, which makes understanding the AI industry, business culture, and technology 
in China all the more critical. Douglas provides insights on thorough reading of the 
book and analyses made by Kai Fu Lee, an AI researcher-turned venture capitalist 
and former president of Google China. He explains the advantages, such as Chi-
QHVH�$,�¿UPV�ZLWK�WKHLU�ODUJH�EDQNV�RI�GDWD�DQG�LQFHQWLYHV�SODFHG�E\�UHJXODWLRQV��DQG�
drawbacks, such as potential job losses and domestic income inequality in China, 
WKDW�ZLOO�SOD\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROHV�LQ�&KLQD¶V�WHFKQRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW��'RXJODV�LV�OHIW�
curious from this fascinating book, and is left with questions and thoughts surround-
ing the sustainability of China’s AI industry and feasibility regarding the suggestions 
made by Lee.

Finally, this issue closes with timely and relevant discussion between our 
interviewer and Professor Cho Byung-Jae from the Yonsei GSIS Faculty. Dr. Cho is 
an expert in international politics within Northeast Asia with special interests in North 
Korean foreign relations and foreign policy. He gives a detailed analysis and opinion 
on the COVID-19 situation on the Korean Peninsula and around the world, providing 
insight into what the short- and long-term impacts of this pandemic might be. He dis-
cusses what can be observed from the North Korean responses to COVID-19, and 
how it can affect the internal balance within the Korean Peninsula, foreign relations, 
and inter-Korean relations. The interview closes with a morale-boosting commentary 
on the need for solidarity around the world and the opportunity that such a crisis can 
propel.



2020 has been an unsettling year for all with the pandemic impacting lives 
across the world, strained relations and hegemonic rivalry between states, closing 
of borders, and violence against human lives. In times like today, it seems more 
important than ever to stay resilient and to remain cognizant of the fact that all 
OLYHV�PDWWHU��:H�FDQQRW�ULVN�LVRODWLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�WLPHV�RI�QHHG�DQG�DGYHUVLW\��DQG�
staying connected seems incumbent. East Asia with its dynamic histories and cul-
tures has conventionally been viewed as different, but this journal through diverse 
papers, essays, book review, and interview, present that while variances exist, so 
do similarities in its past, present, and future. 

:H�DUH�H[WUHPHO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�RXU�HGLWRUV�ZKR�KDYH�GHGLFDWHG�WLPH�DQG�FRQ-
WULEXWHG� WR� WKH�VXFFHVV�RI� WKLV�HGLWLRQ��:LWKRXW� WKHLU�FDUHIXO�DQG�REVHUYDQW�VHOHF-
tions, readings, and edits, the completion of this issue would not have been pos-
sible, especially during these unimaginable times. Thank you to Danielle French, 
Theophile Begin, Simone Liew, Grecia Dominique Paniagua Garcia for your tireless 
work and support. And to our readers, we are grateful for your continued interest in 
RXU�MRXUQDO��:H�ZLVK�\RX�VDIHW\�DQG�JRRG�KHDOWK��7KDQN�\RX�

Aimee Beatriz Lee and Soo Yeon (Sue) Jeong
Co-Editors-in-Chief
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