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7KLV�SDSHU�IRFXVHV�RQ�³����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV´�ZKR�LPPLJUDWHG�WR�-DSDQ�
when they were still children and spent their childhood and adolescence there 
during the colonial period. The research examines and analyzes how these 
Koreans developed different identities and ethnic consciousnesses from 
WKHLU�SDUHQWV��'XULQJ�-DSDQHVH�FRORQLDO� UXOH�RYHU�.RUHD� IURP������������
approximately two million Koreans immigrated to Japan for the purpose of 
seeking a way to make a living, or as forced laborers and mobilized soldiers. 
)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� .RUHDQV� ZKR� LPPLJUDWHG� WR� -DSDQ� DV� DGXOWV� GXULQJ� WKH�
colonial period maintained a strong sense of being Korean in Japanese 
society where Koreans were usually discriminated and marginalized. 
,Q� FRQWUDVW�� VRPH� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�����JHQHUDWLRQ� .RUHDQV�� GHYHORSHG�
contrasting identities and ethnic consciousnesses from their parents. It can 
be argued that there were three cases: (i) Those who felt humiliated for their 
ethnic origin; (ii) those who had come to regard themselves as “Japanese” 
and adapted to Japanese society; and (iii) those who had come to believe 
they were “loyal subjects of the Japanese Empire.” All these three cases 
were derived from the ambivalent nature of Japan’s ruling policy towards 
Korean, which attempted to “incorporate” Koreans as loyal subjects of the 
Japanese Empire while simultaneously leaving space for their political 
and social discrimination. This research serves to present relativized and 
PXOWL�GLPHQVLRQDO�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�SHULRG�DQG�WKH�
national/ethnic identity of Korean people.
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Introduction

Fellow Koreans and compatriots abroad. One hundred years ago today, we 
were united as one. …On that day, we were reborn as citizens of a republic; 
we were no longer subjects of a dynasty or a colony of Imperial Japan. …We 
Koreans were also united as one in Yongjeong, China, across the border 



in what was North Ganbo; in Vladivostok in the Maritime Province of the 
Russian Far East; in Hawaii; and in Philadelphia. Anyone and everyone who 
felt a part of the Korean nation organized and took part in a rally.1 

This is an excerpt from the speech delivered by South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
on March 1, 2019, during the centenary anniversary of the March First Independence 
Movement. The movement was a nationwide independence movement that began 
on March 1, 1919 and spread across the Korean Peninsula, which was under 
-DSDQHVH�FRORQLDO�UXOH��,Q�WKH�VSHHFK��3UHVLGHQW�0RRQ�VWDWHG�WKDW��³IHOORZ�.RUHDQV�
DQG�FRPSDWULRWV�DEURDG«ZHUH�XQLWHG�DV�RQH�´�DQG�³UHERUQ�DV�FLWL]HQV�RI�D�UHSXEOLF´�
of Korea.2

President Moon’s speech implies that Korean people’s national identity and 
ethnic consciousness developed in response to Japanese colonial rule at that time, 
and that their identity and ethnic consciousness united them as a single people in 
a single nation. Moreover, this national identity and sense of unity have remained 
strong in South Korean people considering the fact that even today, Korean people 
sometimes hold nation-wide demonstrations and rallies when diplomatic relations 
between Korea and Japan become rattled. This suggests that identity and ethnic 
consciousness not only concern individuals but can become a tool to unite people 
as a single nation.

However, it can be questioned whether Korean people actually developed 
D� FRPPRQ� LGHQWLW\� DV� .RUHDQV� EHFDPH� ³RQH�´�$V� ZLOO� EH� GLVFXVVHG� LQ� GHWDLO� LQ�
WKH� QH[W� VHFWLRQ�� RQH¶V� LGHQWLW\� GHYHORSV� WKURXJK� FORVH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� ZLWK� VSHFL¿F�
VRFLDO� HQYLURQPHQWV� LQ� ZKLFK� RQH� OLYHV� DW� D� VSHFL¿F� WLPH�� ,Q� IDFW�� D� QXPEHU� RI�
researchers, as well as Koreans themselves, point out differences in identity and 
ethnic consciousness among Koreans depending on whether they live on the 
Korean Peninsula or in Japan, the latter of whom are called zainichi (Japanese-
resident) Koreans.3 Choi Seungkoo argues that zainichi Koreans’ ethnic identities 
partly develop out of experiences of discrimination in Japan, which is peculiar to 
the case of zainichi Koreans but not of Koreans living in Korea.4 At the same time, 
these ethnic minorities in Japan are not regarded as Koreans (Hankukin) once they 
go or return to Korea.5� ,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��WKH\�DUH�³QRW�>IXOO\@�.RUHDQ�QRU�-DSDQHVH�´6 

1 �7KH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD��&KHRQJ�:D�'DH��³$GGUHVV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�0RRQ�-DH�LQ�RQ�
100th March First Independence Movement Day,” accessed April 29, 2020, https://english1.
SUHVLGHQW�JR�NU�%ULH¿QJ6SHHFKHV�6SHHFKHV�����
2  Ibid.
3  Lee Kenji, Nikkan Nashonarizumu no Kaitai >7KH�'LVPDQWOLQJ�RI�-DSDQ¶V�DQG�
.RUHD¶V�1DWLRQDOLVP@��7RN\R��&KLNXPD�6KRER�������������3DUN�,O��“Zainichi” toiu Ikikata >$�
/LIH�DV�³=DLQLFKL´@��7RN\R��.RGDQVKD��������������<RRQ�*HRQ�FKD��Zainichi wo Kangaeru 
>7KLQNLQJ�$ERXW�=DLQLFKL@��7RN\R��+HLERQVKD������������������
4  Park, “Zainichi” toiu Ikikata, 75.
5  Lee, Nikkan Nashonarizumu no Kaitai, 26.
6  Park, “Zainichi” toiu Ikikata, 234.
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DQG��KHQFH��SRVVHVV�³PXOWLSOH�LGHQWLWLHV�´7�,I�QRW�³PXOWLSOH�´�WKHLU�LGHQWLWLHV�PD\�EH��DV�
Yoon Geon-cha argues, in a cycle of constantly changing relations between Korea 
and Japan.8

Other researchers emphasize further differences in identity and ethnic 
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�EHWZHHQ�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�zainichi Koreans (i.e. those who immigrated 
to the Japanese mainland from Korea) and later generations (i.e. descendants of 
¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� zainichi Koreans).9 Following Korea’s liberation from Japanese 
FRORQLDO�UXOH�LQ�������D�PDMRULW\�RI�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�zainichi Koreans longed to return 
WR�.RUHD��D�XQL¿HG�.RUHD��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��7KH\�ORRNHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�KRPHODQG�LQVWHDG�
of considering the possibility of spending a whole lifetime in Japan. However, in 
the 1970s, some second-generation zainichi Koreans began developing a new 
ZD\�RI�SHUFHLYLQJ�WKHLU� OLIH�LQ�-DSDQ�WKDW�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKDW�RI�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
Koreans. They had been born and grew up in Japan, and some had never been 
to Korea. They expected to spend their whole lives in Japan. Consequently, some 
second-generation Koreans began seeking a new identity not as native Koreans in 
WKH�KRPHODQG��WKH�.RUHDQ�3HQLQVXOD��RU�³DOLHQ´�.RUHDQV�LQ�-DSDQ��EXW�DV�³zainichi” 
Koreans. In this, they focused on their lifestyle in Japan instead of looking towards 
the homeland as older generations had done.10

:KLOH�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�OLWHUDWXUH�SUHVHQWV� LPSRUWDQW�DQG�LQVLJKWIXO�GLVFXVVLRQV��
particularly regarding zainichi Koreans to whom identity has long been a central 
LVVXH��WKH\�GR�QRW�VXI¿FLHQWO\�GLVFXVV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VDPH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
zainichi .RUHDQV��7KHUHIRUH��WKLV�SDSHU�H[DPLQHV�GLIIHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
zainichi Koreans highlighting the complexity and diversity of their identities and 
HWKQLF�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��LW�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKRVH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�zainichi 
Koreans who immigrated to the Japanese mainland at young ages and spent their 
adolescence in colonial Japan. These cases can be contrasted with those of their 
SDUHQWV� WKDW� DUH� DOVR� ¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� .RUHDQV� EXW� LPPLJUDWHG� WR� WKH� -DSDQHVH�
mainland only after they became adults. The former group shall be termed in this 
paper as 1.5-generation Koreans since they were closer to the second-generation in 
terms of their life experiences since they spent their childhoods and adolescences, 
the latter of which is, according to Erikson, the important period for one’s identity 
development,11 in Japan.

7  Lee, Nikkan Nashonarizumu no Kaitai, 26.
8  Yoon, Zainichi wo Kangaeru, 328.
9  David Chapman, Zainichi Korean Identity and Ethnicity (Abingdon and New York: 
Routledge, 2008), 37-59; Chung Youngjin, =DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ�$LGHQWHLWHL�QR�<XUDJL�>9DULD-
WLRQV�RI�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV¶�,GHQWLWLHV@��.\RWR��+RULWVX�%XQND�6KD�������������<RRQ��Zainichi 
wo Kangaeru, 200-202.
10  Chapman, Zainichi Korean Identity and Ethnicity, 44-46.
11  Erik Erikson, -LJDGǀLWVXVHL��$LGHQWHLWHL�WR�5DLIX�6DLNXUX�>3V\FKRORJLFDO�,VVXHV��
,GHQWLW\�DQG�WKH�/LIH�&\FOH@��WUDQV��.HLJR�2NRQRJL��7RN\R��6HLVKLQ�6KRER������ �����������
118. 
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First, the paper reviews various theories of identity and the so-called 
³-DSDQL]DWLRQ�SROLF\´�WKDW�ZDV�DSSOLHG�WR�.RUHDQV�GXULQJ�WKH�FRORQLDO�SHULRG��:KLOH�WKLV�
policy will be discussed in more detail later, it should be noted that the Japanization 
policy was at its peak when 1.5-generation Koreans were adolescents, and therefore 
LW�FDQ�EH�DVVXPHG�WKDW�WKH�SROLF\�H[HUWHG�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
of the identities and ethnic consciousness of 1.5-generation Koreans. Following the 
review of identity theories and discussions on the Japanization policy, the paper 
PRYHV�WR�WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�VRPH�VSHFL¿F�FDVHV�RI�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZKLFK�VKRZ�
their unique patterns of development of identity and ethnic consciousness. The 
analysis takes a sociological approach based on identity theories, and analyzes 
autobiographies written by 1.5-generation zainichi Koreans to observe one’s inner 
changes related to development of identity and ethnic consciousness. To examine 
such inner aspects of individuals, it is necessary to analyze detailed autobiographies 
WKDW� FRYHU� D� VXI¿FLHQW� SHULRG� RI� WLPH�� ,Q� WKLV� UHVSHFW�� LW� VKRXOG� EH� QRWHG� WKDW�
autobiographies available for this analysis are rather limited. Due to low literacy 
among zainichi Koreans at the time, available autobiographies are mostly written by 
those people who attained a higher level of education such as intellectuals, authors, 
educators, and social activists.

The research is expected to enrich the existing literature through the 
sociological analysis of life experiences of 1.5-generation zainichi Koreans, 
presenting relativized and multi-dimensional perspectives on the history of the 
colonial period. Such perspectives may provide opportunities for future study to re-
examine the national/ethnic identity of Korean people and to re-think the issues of 
WKH�FRORQLDO�SDVW²HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR��LQ�3UHVLGHQW�0RRQ¶V�ZRUGV��³ZLS>H@�RXW�
the vestiges of pro-Japanese collaborators.”12  

Theories of Identity

,W�ZDV�(ULN�(ULNVRQ�ZKR�¿UVW�DUWLFXODWHG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�LGHQWLW\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DXWKRU��
RQH�GHYHORSV�LGHQWLW\�GXULQJ�DGROHVFHQFH�WKURXJK�WKH�VWDJH�RI�³LGHQWLW\�GLIIXVLRQ�´�
During this stage, one adjusts one’s ego to the roles and values that are assumed to 
be expected in society, so that identity may develop towards adulthood.13

:KLOH� (ULNVRQ� GLVFXVVHV� LGHQWLW\� IURP� D� SV\FKRVRFLDO� GHYHORSPHQW�
perspective, others put more stress on social aspects of identity development. 
According to these theorists, such as Mead, Berger, and Luckmann, identity 
develops through social interaction. That is, one develops identity by negotiating 

12 �&KHRQJ�:D�'DH��³$GGUHVV�E\�3UHVLGHQW�0RRQ�-DH�LQ�RQ����WK�0DUFK�)LUVW�,QGH-
pendence Movement Day.”
13  Erikson, -LJDGǀLWVXVHL, 111-118.
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one’s ego with the expectations of others or that of society’s.14�:KLOH�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�
is similar to Erikson’s, their discussion goes further by pointing out that identity 
does not develop and complete at once. It can continuously change and re-develop 
depending on changing historical, political, and social environments, and depending 
on the relationship between oneself and the world.15

Stuart Hall relates this negotiating process of identity development to power 
relations. Resembling the argument on disciplinary power that Michel Foucault 
made in his book Discipline and Punish��+DOO�DUJXHV�WKDW� LGHQWLWLHV�DUH�³SURGXFHG�
LQ�VSHFL¿F�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VLWHV�ZLWKLQ�VSHFL¿F�GLVFXUVLYH�IRUPDWLRQV�DQG�
SUDFWLFHV�´�DQG�WKDW�³WKH\�HPHUJH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�SOD\�RI�VSHFL¿F�PRGDOLWLHV�RI�SRZHU��DQG�
thus are more the product of the marking of difference and exclusion.”16

Hall also discusses the issue of identity in relation to the colonial experience. 
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�DXWKRU��WKH�FRORQL]HG�ZHUH�³SRVLWLRQHG�DQG�VXEMHFWHG�LQ�WKH�GRPLQDQW�
regimes of representation.”17� &RQVHTXHQWO\�� WKH\� ZHUH� QRW� RQO\� ³FRQVWUXFWHG� DV�
different and other within the categories of knowledge” of the colonizers, but also 
PDGH� WR� ³VHH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH� >WKHPVHOYHV@� DV� µ2WKHU¶�´18 A similar argument was 
PDGH�E\�&KL]XNR�8HQR�ZKR�� EDVHG�RQ�+DOO¶V� GLVFXVVLRQ�� DUJXHV� WKDW� D� ³�VRFLDO��
PLQRULW\´� LV� GH¿QHG� E\� SRZHU� UHODWLRQV� LQ�ZKLFK� VRPHRQH� LQ� SRZHU�PLQRULWL]HV� D�
VSHFL¿F�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�LQ�WXUQ�LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�WKH�PLQRULW\�RU�³2WKHUV�´19

The self-minimization that Ueno points out further leads to the issue of 
complexes of ethnicity argued by Albert Memmi. Examining the relationship between 
the colonizer and the colonized, Memmi discusses that as a possible solution to 
WKH�VWDWXV�RI�D�³FUHDWXUH�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ´�XQGHU�WKH�FRORQLDO�VLWXDWLRQ��WKH�FRORQL]HG�
DWWHPSWV�³WR�EHFRPH�HTXDO�WR�WKDW�VSOHQGLG�PRGHO�>RI�WKH�FRORQL]HU@�DQG�WR�UHVHPEOH�
him.”20�+H�DGGV�WKDW�³>O@RYH�RI�WKH�FRORQL]HU�LV�VXEWHQGHG�E\�D�FRPSOH[�RI�IHHOLQJV�
ranging from shame to self-hate” of the colonized.21 Although his argument does not 

14  George H. Mead, Mind, Self, and Society (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
3UHVV������ ���������������������3HWHU�/��%HUJHU�DQG�7KRPDV�/XFNPDQQ��The Social Con�
struction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowledge (New York, NY: Doubleday, 
1966), 131-132.
15  Berger and Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality�������6WXDUW�+DOO��³7KH�
Meaning of New Times,” in Stuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies, eds. Dave 
0RUOH\�DQG�.XDQ�+VLQJ�&KHQ��/RQGRQ��5RXWOHGJH������ �����������
16 �6WXDUW�+DOO��³,QWURGXFWLRQ��:KR�1HHGV�µ,GHQWLW\¶"´�LQ�Questions of Cultural Identity, 
eds. Stuart Hall and Paul de Gay (London: Sage Publications, 1996), 4.
17 �6WXDUW�+DOO��³&XOWXUDO�,GHQWLW\�DQG�'LDVSRUD�´�LQ�Identity: Community, Culture, Differ�
ence��HG��-RQDWKDQ�5XWKHUIRUG��/RQGRQ��/DZUHQFH�	�:LVKDUW�������������
18 Ibid.
19 �&KL]XNR�8HQR��³-RVKǀ��'DWVX�$LGHQWHLWHL�QR�5LURQ´�>,QWURGXFWRU\�&KDSWHU��7KHRULHV�
RI�3RVW�,GHQWLW\@��LQ�Datsu Aidenteitei >3RVW�,GHQWLW\@��HG��&KL]XNR�8HQR��7RN\R��.HLVRVKRER��
2005), 30-31.
20  Albert Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized��WUDQV��+RZDUG�*UHHQ¿HOG��%RVWRQ��
0$��%HDFRQ�3UHVV������ ���������������
21  Ibid.
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directly concern the issue of identity, it certainly presents important implications to 
identity discussions, especially for identity of colonial subjects.

These various theories on identity have important implications to the 
development of identity and ethnic consciousness of Koreans, particularly 
1.5-generation zainichi Koreans. Identity develops and re-develops repeatedly in 
FORVH� LQWHUDFWLRQ� ZLWK� HQYLURQPHQWV� DQG� ZLWKLQ� VSHFL¿F� KLVWRULFDO�� VRFLDO� FRQWH[W��
3RZHU�UHODWLRQV�LQ�VRFLHW\�DOVR�H[HUW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�RQH¶V�LGHQWLW\�GHYHORSPHQW��ZKLFK�
is particularly applicable to the cases of ethnic minorities and the colonized. In this 
regard, 1.5-generation Koreans may be one of the most appropriate examples to 
examine this implication since they spent their adolescence, an important period for 
one’s identity development, in the Japanese mainland as ethnic minorities who were 
GLUHFW�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�³-DSDQL]DWLRQ�SROLF\�´�DV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�

Japan’s Ambivalent Policy Towards Koreans in Colonial Japan

To analyze the development of identity and ethnic consciousness in 1.5-generation 
zainichi Koreans, it is necessary to grasp an overview of the contemporary political 
and social environments in which they spent their childhoods and adolescence. 
Therefore, this section will look at a brief history of zainichi Koreans during the 
FRORQLDO�SHULRG�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�FRORQLDO�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�H[HUWHG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�LGHQWLW\�DQG�HWKQLF�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�����JHQHUDWLRQ�
zainichi Koreans.

Although there had been Koreans living in Japan before the twentieth 
century, the increase of Korean immigration to the Japanese mainland in modern 
times was accelerated by Japan’s colonization of Korea in 1910. The colonization 
deprived many Koreans of their means of living on the Korean Peninsula through 
colonial measures such as the land reform project (1910-1918) and the rice 
production development program (1920-1934). As a result, the number of Koreans 
migrating to the Japanese mainland to make a living began to increase.22 The rise of 
Korean immigrants to the Japanese mainland was further enabled by the transport 
infrastructure that had been laid throughout the peninsula by the Japanese with the 
SXUSRVH�RI�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�HI¿FLHQF\�RI�H[SRUWLQJ�DJULFXOWXUDO�DQG�LQGXVWULDO�SURGXFWV�
from Korea to Japan, and more importantly, to facilitate military logistics as Japan 
H[SDQGHG�LWV�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�FRQWLQHQW�23

Koreans immigrated to the Japanese mainland following familial ties or those 
of neighbors from the same village and from the late 1930s, through forced labor and 
war mobilization. At the end of 1944, the Korean population in Japan is said to have 
EHHQ�����������D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�FRPSDUHG�WR�������LQ�������$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�
QR�RI¿FLDO�UHFRUG��LW�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�-DSDQ¶V�VXUUHQGHU�LQ�WKH�6HFRQG�

22  Kim Chanjung, .DQNRNX�+HLJǀ�+\DNX�QHQ�WR�³=DLQLFKL´�>����<HDUV�VLQFH�WKH�$Q-
QH[DWLRQ�RI�.RUHD�DQG�³=DLQLFKL´@��7RN\R��6KLQFKRVKD����������������������
23  Naoki Mizuno and Mun Gyongsu, =DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ��5HNLVKL�WR�*HQ]DL�>=DLQLFKL�
.RUHDQV��+LVWRU\�DQG�WKH�3UHVHQW@��7RN\R��,ZDQDPL�6KRWHQ���������������
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:RUOG�:DU�LQ�$XJXVW�������WKHUH�ZHUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����PLOOLRQ�.RUHDQV�OLYLQJ�RQ�
the Japanese mainland.24

Under Japanese colonial rule, Koreans were regarded as Japanese 
subjects and given Japanese nationalities. However, the Japanese authorities 
became concerned that the increasing number of these colonized subjects might 
³GLVWXUE´�WKH�VRFLDO�RUGHU��SDUWLFXODUO\�DIWHU�WKH�0DUFK�)LUVW�,QGHSHQGHQFH�0RYHPHQW�
when Koreans carried out mass demonstrations across the Korean Peninsula 
from March to May in 1919, to resist Japanese colonial rule.25 Therefore, the 
-DSDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�DGRSWHG�PHDVXUHV�RI�³LQGRFWULQDWLRQ�RI�.RUHDQV´�DQG�RI�WKHLU�
³DVVLPLODWLRQ´�VR�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´26 
7KLV�³LQGRFWULQDWLRQ´�DQG�³DVVLPLODWLRQ´�RI�.RUHDQV�ZDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�YDULRXV�IRUPV��
For instance, Koreans were denied using the Korean language and instead forced 
to use Japanese. Additionally, their names were changed to Japanese names. They 
were strongly encouraged to visit and pay homage at shrines of Japanese Shinto 
ZKLFK�LV�RULJLQDOO\�DQ�LQGLJHQRXV�IRON�UHOLJLRQ�EXW�ZDV�³LQYHQWHG´�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�WLPHV�
as a state religion, a tool to unite the nation with the Emperor at its pinnacle.27

Among various measures of the Japanization policy, education was the 
most crucial tool used to Japanize 1.5-generation Koreans. Zainichi Korean children 
had not been subject to compulsory education. However, partly for the purpose of 
WUDQVIRUPLQJ�.RUHDQV�LQWR�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´�DQG�SDUWO\�RXW�
of fear that Koreans might gain and strengthen ethnic consciousness and rebellious 
attitudes against the Japanese through private education,28 in 1930 the Japanese 
authorities applied compulsory education to zainichi Korean children, and from 
1934 they further strengthened encouragement for enrollment.29 At school, Korean 
FKLOGUHQ�UHFHLYHG�³-DSDQL]DWLRQ´�HGXFDWLRQ�DORQJVLGH�-DSDQHVH�FKLOGUHQ��XVLQJ�WKH�
Japanese language, learning Japanese history, and more importantly, indoctrinating 
themselves to the spirit of Emperor worship.30

At the same time, Koreans in the Japanese mainland were put under the 
control and scrutiny of the police through, for example, the nation-wide organization 
named .\ǀZDNDL��6LQFH�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�.\ǀZDNDL�in Osaka Prefecture 
in 1924, the organization opened chapters across the country, particularly after 1936 

24  Kim, .DQNRNX�+HLJǀ�+\DNX�QHQ�WR�³=DLQLFKL´, 21, 119; Mizuno and Mun, Zainichi 
&KǀVHQMLQ, 80-81.
25  Kim, .DQNRNX�+HLJǀ�+\DNX�QHQ�WR�³=DLQLFKL´, 60-61; Mizuno and Mun, Zainichi 
&KǀVHQMLQ, 19-20.
26  Kim, .DQNRNX�+HLJǀ�+\DNX�QHQ�WR�³=DLQLFKL´, 94; Mizuno and Mun, =DLQLFKL�&Kǀ�
senjin, 49.
27  Mizuno and Mun, =DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ, 35-36, 62, 75-76.
28 �(��3DWULFLD�7VXUXPL��³&RORQLDO�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�.RUHD�DQG�7DLZDQ�´�LQ�The Japanese 
&RORQLDO�(PSLUH�����������, eds. Ramon H. Myers and Mark R. Peattie (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 1984), 294-296.
29  Kim, .DQNRNX�+HLJǀ�+\DNX�QHQ�WR�³=DLQLFKL´, 30-32, 95-98.
30  Ibid., 95-98.
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when the then Home Ministry (1DLPXVKǀ) issued a directive, and they were put 
under the Central .\ǀZDNDL�(&Kǌǀ�.\ǀZDNDL) established in 1939. From this time 
onwards, under the supervision of the Special Police and through hiring Koreans 
DV�ORFDO�RI¿FHUV��.\ǀZDNDL functioned to control zainichi Koreans. The organization 
encouraged Koreans to adapt to Japanese lifestyle and work for the Japanese 
Empire through, for example, wearing Japanese clothes, visiting and paying homage 
at Shinto shrines, donating to the country, and volunteering for public construction 
work. Assimilation of and control over Koreans through .\ǀZDNDL was further 
WLJKWHQHG�DV�-DSDQ�ZHQW�WR�ZDU�ZLWK�&KLQD��'XULQJ�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��.RUHDQV�
were mobilized through the organization’s network for Japanese war efforts through 
donations and later as laborers and soldiers.31

The Japanese authorities adopted the Japanization policy towards Koreans 
through various measures as discussed above. It was a way to show that Japan’s 
FRORQLDO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�FRORQLDOLVP�RI�WKH�:HVWHUQ�SRZHUV�ZKLFK�
put different races under their control in their remote colonies such as those in Africa 
and Southeast Asia. On the contrary, the Japanese authorities regarded Koreans 
as racially close to the Japanese. This provided a base for the Japanization policy 
WRZDUGV�.RUHDQV� WKDW�DWWHPSWHG� WR� ³DVVLPLODWH´�DQG�³FRQYHUW´� WKHP� LQWR� WKH� ³OR\DO�
subjects of the Japanese Empire” throughout the colonial era.32

However, the Japanization policy had an ambivalent character since it left 
some room for distinguishing Koreans from the Japanese. For instance, Koreans 
were given Japanese nationality when Japan colonized Korea, nevertheless, different 
family registration decrees were applied to the two ethnic groups so that Koreans 
remained legally differentiated from the Japanese.33 Conscription ordinances were 
applied to Koreans several years later than to the Japanese because the Japanese 
authorities were cautious about providing Koreans with weapons as they were 
concerned that armed Koreans might become a threat to colonial rule.34 This reveals 
WKDW�IRU�WKH�-DSDQHVH�DXWKRULWLHV��.RUHDQV�ZHUH�VWLOO�³2WKHUV´�ZKR�ZHUH�³SHULSKHUDO´�
DQG� ³LQIHULRU�´� DQG� LQ� VRPH� FDVHV� FRXOG� HYHQ� EHFRPH� D� WKUHDW� WR� WKH� FRORQLDO�
administration.

31 �.LP�*ZDQJ�<RO��³�����QHQGDL�=HQKDQ�QL�2NHUX�1LKRQ�.HLVDWVX�QR�=DLQLFKL�&Kǀ-
VHQMLQ�7ǀVHL�7DLVHL´�>7KH�&RQWURO�6\VWHP�E\�-DSDQHVH�3ROLFH�RYHU�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV�LQ�WKH�
)LUVW�+DOI�RI�WKH�����V@��LQ�Teikoku Nihon no Saihen to Futatsu no “Zainichi” >7KH�5HRUJD-
QL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�DQG�7ZR�³=DLQLFKL´@��HGV��.LP�*ZDQJ�<RO�HW�DO���7RN\R��
Akashi Shoten, 2010), 59-67; Mizuno and Mun, =DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ, 59-63.
32 �6KLQREX�2H��³+LJDVKL�$MLD�6KLQN\ǌ�7HLNRNX�QR�.ǀWDL´�>&KDQJH�IURP�DQ�2OG�WR�D�
1HZ�(PSLUH�LQ�(DVW�$VLD@��LQ�.LQGDL�1LKRQ�WR�6KRNXPLQFKL���>0RGHUQ�-DSDQ�DQG�&RORQLHV�
�@��HGV��6KLQREX�2H�HW�DO���7RN\R��,ZDQDPL�6KRWHQ���������������
33  Eiji Oguma, ³1LKRQMLQ´�QR�.\ǀNDL��2NLQDZD��$LQX��7DLZDQ��&KǀVHQ��6KRNXPLQFKL�
6KLKDL�.DUD�)XNNL�8QGǀ�0DGH�>7KH�%RXQGDULHV�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH@��7RN\R��6KLQ\RVKD���������
154-161.
34  Eiji Oguma, 7DQ¶LWVX�0LQ]RNX�6KLQ¶ZD�QR�.LJHQ��³1LKRQMLQ´�QR�-LJD]ǀ�QR�.HLIX�>$�
*HQHDORJ\�RI�-DSDQHVH�6HOI�,PDJHV@��7RN\R��6KLQ\RVKD�������������
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7KH�IDFW�WKDW�.RUHDQV�ZHUH�VWLOO�UHJDUGHG�DV�³SHULSKHUDO��LQIHULRU�2WKHUV´�LQ�
Japanese society was more obvious in social life. They lived in slums with very poor 
sanitation, were mostly engaged in low-wage, dangerous, and dirty occupations, 
such as mining and construction, were denied job opportunities by Japanese 
employers, marriage to Japanese people, and many other forms of social access.

The Japanization policy was, after all, a double standard with simultaneous 
acts of assimilation and discrimination against Koreans. As a result, Koreans could 
QRW�EH� IXOO\� ³-DSDQL]HG´�QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�.RUHDQV� WKHPVHOYHV� UHVLVWHG��EXW�DOVR�
because institutionally the colonial rule left room for distinguishing Koreans from the 
-DSDQHVH�DV�³SHULSKHUDO��LQIHULRU�2WKHUV�´�DQG�VRFLDOO\�.RUHDQV�KDG�WR�HQGXUH�PDQ\�
forms of discrimination in daily life.

,Q� VXFK� DQ� HQYLURQPHQW�� PDQ\� ¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� zainichi Koreans who 
immigrated to the Japanese mainland as adults generally developed anger and 
hatred against the Japanese and maintained their pride in being Korean as a sign 
of resistance against the Japanese. Some of them did not hesitate to show that they 
were Koreans, by wearing Korean clothes in the public and even resisting verbal and 
physical discrimination.35�6WLOO��WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�zainichi Koreans who 
did not want to reveal that they were Korean, or even tried to adapt to the Japanese 
community, in order to protect themselves from marginalization and discrimination 
ZLWKLQ� D� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\��1HYHUWKHOHVV��PDQ\� ¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV� UHPDLQHG�
proud of their Korean identities, and had a strong will, as well as courage, to resist 
discrimination against them by Japanese people. Such an attitude might have come 
from the fact that they were already adults when Korea was colonized or when they 
were compelled to immigrate to Japan, therefore, they had a clear understanding 
that their suffering was caused by Japan’s imperialism and colonialism.

7KH� IHHOLQJV� RI� DQJHU� DQG� KDWUHG� WRZDUGV� WKH� -DSDQHVH� WKDW�PDQ\� ¿UVW�
generation Koreans developed were shared by 1.5-generation Koreans as they 
realized the unfair treatment that Koreans faced in Japan, whether through their own 
¿UVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RU�WKDW�RI�RWKHU�.RUHDQV�DURXQG�WKHP�VXFK�DV�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�36 
However, the experiences of 1.5-generation Koreans were not so simple. Having 
spent their childhood and adolescence in Japan, some of them developed identities 
DQG�HWKQLF�FRQVFLRXVQHVVHV�WKDW�GLIIHUHG�IURP�WKDW�RI�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZKR�
immigrated to the Japanese mainland as adults, as will be examined in the following 
sections.  

35  Kim Teseng, Watashi no Ningen Chizu >0\�0DS�DV�D�+XPDQ@��7RN\R��6HLN\XVKD��
1985), 78; Yoon, Zainichi wo Kangaeru, 93.
36 �+\HRQ�6RRQ�LP��³6KRNXPLQ�VKLKDL�QR�NRQMǀ�PDGD�QXNHWH�LPDVHQ´�>7KH\�KDYHQ¶W�
RYHUFRPH�WKHLU�FRORQLDO�LOO�QDWXUH@��LQ�Zainichi Issei no Kioku >0HPRULHV�RI�)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV@��HGV��(LML�2JXPD�DQG�.DQJ�6DQJ�MXQJ��7RN\R��6KXHLVKD������������������
Jang Doo-sik, $UX�=DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ�QR�.LURNX�>$�5HFRUG�RI�D�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQ@��7RN\R��
Dohsei Publishing, 1976), 32; Jung Hwan-gi, Zainichi wo Ikiru >7R�/LYH�D�=DLQLFKL¶V�/LIH@�
(Tokyo: Shinzansha, 1990), 32-33.
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1.5-generation Koreans: Humiliated for Their Ethnicity

Personal experiences of 1.5-generation Koreans had other consequences besides 
the development and strengthening of anger and hatred towards the Japanese. One 
case is the development of feelings of humiliation for their ethnicity.

Kwon Sun-geum, who was born in Andong-gun, Gyeongsang-bukdo, in 
1926 and immigrated to Japan at the age of three, recalls she did not want other 
children to know that she was Korean. On a rainy day, for example, when her mother 
came to school to pick her up with her umbrella and in Korean clothing, she could 
not go to her mother out of fear that fellow students might know that her family was 
Korean and tease her.37

Historian Kang Duk-sang who was born in Hamyang-gun, Gyeongsang-
namdo, in 1932 and immigrated to Japan at the age of two in 1934 remembers a 
similar story. He recalls that he did not want his mother to come to events at his 
school since it was obvious that his mother was Korean.38 On another occasion, 
when he saw that a Korean female student was being teased by Japanese students 
for being Korean, he recalls that he could not stop their behavior. Although he was 
physically stronger than those Japanese students, he would simply feel humiliated 
E\�WKH�VLPSOH�ZRUG�³<RX��.RUHDQ�´39

Another example is the novelist Kim Tal-su, who was born in Changwon-
gun (the present Changwon City) of Gyeongsang-namdo in 1920 and immigrated to 
Japan at the age of ten in 1930 to join his mother, eldest brother, and younger sister 
ZKR�KDG�PRYHG�WR�-DSDQ�¿YH�\HDUV�HDUOLHU��+LV�IDWKHU�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\�LQ�-DSDQ�
in 1928. He recalls that when his mother threw stones back at Japanese boys who 
teased them on a street, he rather felt embarrassed about his mother: 

In such a situation, I could not help feeling both embarrassed and miserable 
at the same time. I felt such embarrassment and misery, not so much for 
the fact that the kids teased us and threw stones at us, but rather that my 
mother threw stones back at them.40

These cases show that some 1.5-generation Koreans came to hide their ethnic 
RULJLQ� RXW� RI� D� IHHOLQJ� RI� ³VKDPH´� IRU� WKHLU� HWKQLFLW\�� 7KLV� WHQGHQF\� LV� XQLTXH� WR�

37 �.ZRQ�6XQ�JHXP��³+LEDNX�ZR�QRULNRH�IXMLQNDL�NDWVXGǀ�QL�NǀNHQ´�>+DYLQJ�JRQH�
WKURXJK�WKH�DWRPLF�ERPELQJ��,�ZRUNHG�IRU�D�ZRPHQ¶V�DVVRFLDWLRQ@��LQ�Zainichi Issei no Kioku 
>0HPRULHV�RI�)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV@��HGV��(LML�2JXPD�DQG�.DQJ�6DQJ�MXQJ��7R-
kyo: Shueisha, 2008), 335-336.
38 �.DQJ�'XN�VDQJ��³:DWDVKL�WR�UHNLVKLJDNX�QR�GHDL´�>7KH�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�PH�DQG�
KLVWRU\@��LQ�Zainichi Issei no Kioku >0HPRULHV�RI�)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV@��HGV��(LML�
Oguma and Kang Sang-jung (Tokyo: Shueisha, 2008), 647.
39 �.DQJ��³:DWDVKL�WR�UHNLVKLJDNX�QR�GHDL�´���������
40  Kim Tal-su, Waga Ariran no Uta >0\�$ULUDQJ�6RQJ@��7RN\R��&KXRNRURQ�VKD���������
47.
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����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�DQG�FDQQRW�EH�IRXQG�DPRQJ�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�
7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZKR�GLG�QRW�PDNH�LW�REYLRXV�WKDW�

WKH\�ZHUH�.RUHDQV�VLQFH�WKH\�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�³ZLVH´�WR�QRW�RYHUWO\�VKRZ�WKHLU�HWKQLFLW\�
ZKLOH� OLYLQJ� DV�PLQRULWLHV� LQ� -DSDQ��:KHQ� WKH\� LPPLJUDWHG� WR� -DSDQ�� WKHVH� ¿UVW�
generation Koreans had already developed their ethnic identities and understood 
the fact that they were minorities. Therefore, it is likely that they expected to be 
targets of discrimination in Japanese society.

In contrast, 1.5-generation Koreans’ attitude of hiding their ethnicity emerged 
IURP�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�³VKDPH´�RI�EHLQJ�.RUHDQ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DV�D�UHOXFWDQW�EXW�VWUDWHJLF�
PHDQV� WR� OLYH� LQ� -DSDQHVH� VRFLHW\� DV� LQ� WKH� FDVH� RI� ¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ� .RUHDQV�� ,W�
VKRXOG�EH�DGGHG�WKDW��XQOLNH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV������JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZHUH�
not immediately aware that they were different from other Japanese children. In fact, 
historian Park Jong-myeong, who was born in Gwangju, Jeolla-namdo, in 1928 and 
LPPLJUDWHG�WR�-DSDQ�DW� WKH�DJH�RI�¿YH��VDLG� WKDW�³,�JUDGXDOO\�FDPH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKDW�,�ZDV�WHDVHG�DQG�EXOOLHG�EHFDXVH�RI�EHLQJ�.RUHDQ��%XW�,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZK\�>EHLQJ�
.RUHDQ�ZDV�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�EXOO\LQJ@«�´41�:KHQ�WKHVH�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ODWHU�
FDPH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WKH\� ZHUH� ³2WKHUV´� LQ� -DSDQ� ZKRP� -DSDQHVH� SHRSOH�
UHJDUGHG�DV�³LQIHULRU�´�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�LQWHUQDOL]HG�WKLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��VHHLQJ�
WKHPVHOYHV�DV�³VKDPHIXO�2WKHUV�´�7KHUHIRUH��WKH\�QHFHVVDULO\�FDPH�WR�WHUPV�ZLWK�
the unfair treatment against them.

As Hall has argued, under the colonial situation and through colonial 
experience, the colonized people internalize the negative image held by the colonizers 
DQG�FRPH�WR�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�³LQIHULRU�2WKHUV�´42 Albert Memmi further argues that 
WKH� QHJDWLYH� LPDJH� RI� ³LQIHULRU�2WKHUV´� KHOG� E\� WKH� FRORQL]HUV� DUH� DFFHSWHG� DQG�
put in practice by the colonized people, and as a result the colonized contribute to 
consolidate such an image.43

Scholars’ arguments may help explain the 1.5-generation Koreans examined 
LQ� WKLV�VHFWLRQ��7KH\� UHÀHFWHG� WKH� LGHD�RI� ³LQIHULRU�.RUHDQV´� WKDW�ZDV�SUHYDOHQW� LQ�
-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��,W�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ��RI�FRXUVH��WKDW�WKH\�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKHLU�³LQIHULRULW\´�
themselves. Nevertheless, by living in Japanese society, receiving education at 
school in Japan, and being surrounded by or interacting with Japanese people, 
1.5-generation Koreans reluctantly accepted and internalized the perspective of 
WKRVH� LQ�SRZHU�� WKH\�EHJDQ� WR�VHH�.RUHDQV�DV� ³SHULSKHUDO�� LQIHULRU�2WKHUV´�ZKLFK�
they put in practice through trying to hide their ethnicity, instead of developing anger 
or hatred against the Japanese. Some 1.5-generation Koreans put in practice their 
³LQIHULRULW\´�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\��DGDSWDWLRQ�WR�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��7KLV�LV�WKH�FDVH�WKDW�
will be examined in the next section.

41 �3DUN�-RQJ�P\HRQJ��³*HQMLWVX�ZR�LNLUX�WDPHQR�MLVVHQWHNL�QD�UHNLVKLJDNX�ZR´�>3UDF-
WLFDO�KLVWRU\�IRU�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�UHDOLW\@��LQ�Zainichi Issei no Kioku >0HPRULHV�RI�)LUVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�
=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV@��HGV��(LML�2JXPD�DQG�.DQJ�6DQJ�MXQJ��7RN\R��6KXHLVKD������������
42 �+DOO��³&XOWXUDO�,GHQWLW\�DQG�'LDVSRUD�´�����
43  Albert Memmi, Jinshu Sabetsu >/H�5DFLVPH@��WUDQV��0DVDPL�.LNXFKL�DQG�6KLJHR�
6KLUDL��7RN\R��+RVHL�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������ ���������������

      54    YONSEI JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES



1.5-generation Koreans: Adapted to Japanese Society

Some 1.5-generation Koreans adapted to Japanese society without necessarily 
developing anger, hatred or a sense of resistance against the Japanese. One example 
is the case of Jang Tae-hee, who was born in Changnyeong-gun, Gyeongsang-
namdo, in 1912 and immigrated to Japan on his own at the age of 11 in 1924.

-DQJ�VSHQW�KLV�¿UVW�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�-DSDQ�DW�D�FRQIHFWLRQHU\��ZKHUH�KH�OLYHG�
with the Japanese owner and his wife who treated him as if he was their real son. 
He established a good relationship with this family and in fact he visited them six 
years after he left them in 1929 to join his father in Hiroshima.44 This may show that 
his good personal relationship with Japanese people lessened his negative feelings 
towards the Japanese: 

While I lived and worked hard, I learned that not all Japanese people were 
bad. The Murakami family [that owned the confectionery] saved me from a 
KXPDQ�WUDI¿FNHU�DQG�UDLVHG�PH�DV�LI�,�ZDV�WKHLU�UHDO�VRQ��/DWHU��,�ZRUNHG�IRU�
.\ǀZDNDL�ZKLFK�ZDV�D�QDWLRQ�ZLGH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�VXEMHFWHG�.RUHDQV�LQ�
Japan under the control [of the Special Police] and mobilized Koreans [for 
Japan’s war effort]. However, there were nice people among the Special 
Police.45 

It is noteworthy that Jang mentions .\ǀZDNDL�here. In the post-liberation era, those 
Koreans who had worked for .\ǀZDNDL� ZHUH� UHJDUGHG� DV� ³SUR�-DSDQHVH´� DQG�
many of them did not want to reveal their past involvement with the organization, 
even though most were reluctantly involved in the organization to survive under the 
colonial rule. In this respect, it was highly unusual that Jang does not hesitate to 
UHYHDO�KLV�SDVW�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWK�.\ǀZDNDL�and even says that there were nice Japanese 
people in the Special Police that supervised .\ǀZDNDL��:KHWKHU�KLV�SDVW�GHHGV�DQG�
perspectives may be interpreted as pro-Japanese or not, it is at least certain that he 
established good relations with some Japanese individuals and as a result, he held 
rather positive impressions about those individuals, if not about the Japanese as a 
whole.

Another case of a 1.5-generation Korean who adapted to Japanese society 
LV�WKDW�RI�QRYHOLVW�.LP�7DO�VX��ZKR�ZDV�TXRWHG�HDUOLHU��:KHQ�KH�LPPLJUDWHG�WR�-DSDQ�
at the age of ten, he couldn’t speak or understand Japanese. His family was so poor 
that they could not afford proper education for the children. Therefore, he started 
working to help his family as soon as he arrived to Japan, and discontinuously 
funded himself to attend schools for three years at different primary schools, a half 

44 �-DQJ�7DH�KHH��³2NL]DUL�QL�VDUHWD�NDQNRNXMLQ�JHPEDNX�JLVHLVKD�LUHLKL´�>7KH�&HQR-
WDSK�IRU�.RUHDQ�$WRPLF�ERPE�9LFWLPV�OHIW�DEDQGRQHG@��LQ�,NLUX��+LEDNXVKD�QR�-LEXQ�VKL�>7R�
/LYH��$XWRELRJUDSKLHV�RI�$WRPLF�ERPE�9LFWLPV@��HG��+LEDNXVKD�QR�-LEXQ�VKL�+HQVKǌ�,LQNDL�
�+LURVKLPD��+LEDNXVKD�QR�-LEXQ�VKL�+HQVKǌ�,LQNDL���������������
45  Ibid., 39-40.
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year at a junior high school in evening course, and three years at a college.
Despite unsatisfactory schooling, Kim familiarized himself with Japanese 

literature from a young age as he read novels that he found in the trash or bought 
from ragpickers for cheap prices. He then began to dream of studying literature and 
even becoming a novelist himself.46 He recalls that he was particularly moved by 
ZRUNV�E\�-DSDQHVH�QRYHOLVW�1DR\D�6KLJD�ZKR�ZURWH�PDQ\�³,´�QRYHOV��WKDW�LV��QRYHOV�
based on the author’s own life: 

,�HQFRXQWHUHG�W\SLFDO�-DSDQHVH�³,´�QRYHOV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�>WKURXJK�6KLJD¶V�
works]. “If Shiga writes such novels,” I thought, “I will write novels about 
us, Koreans.” But what I had in my mind was only “within the framework of 
zainichi Koreans.”47 

,Q� WKLV�TXRWDWLRQ�� LW�FDQ�EH�SRLQWHG�RXW� WKDW�.LP�ZDV�PRWLYDWHG� WR�ZULWH� ³,´�QRYHOV�
as a Korean which may demonstrate his ethnic consciousness. However, at the 
same time, it can be said that his sense of being Korean is not particularly strong 
DQG�LW�ZDV�UDWKHU�QDUURZO\�GH¿QHG�DV�LW�ZDV�RQO\�³ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�zainichi 
Koreans.” In fact, he said that he was not familiar with Korean literature at that time:

I had only discussed world literature and Japanese literature, but what about 
.RUHDQ�OLWHUDWXUH�ZKLFK�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�IRU�PH��D�.RUHDQ"�
Strangely enough, having spent ten years since I came to Japan as a small 
FKLOG�ZKR�NQHZ�QRWKLQJ�DW� WKH� WLPH�� ,�KDYH�EHFRPH�³KDOI�-DSDQHVH�´�7KH�
language I speak, novels that I read…all are in Japanese. In other words, 
almost everything I see and hear is in Japanese, and there is nothing I could 
do about it.48 

Kim did experience discrimination from Japanese people during his childhood and 
adolescence, whether being teased by children or rejected for employment because 
RI� EHLQJ� .RUHDQ�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� KDYLQJ� EHFRPH� D� ³KDOI�-DSDQHVH�´� KLV� IHHOLQJ�
towards the Japanese was not only of anger and hatred, at least at this point. A 
young literature enthusiast, he even lamented Korean people’s unfamiliarity with 
literature which, to him, was one factor that led Korean people to lead miserable 
lives and with low status in Japan.49

7KH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� D� VHQVH� RI� ³KDOI�-DSDQHVH´� DQG� ODPHQW� IRU� .RUHDQ�
compatriots is not exclusive to Kim. For example, Jang Doo-sik, who was born in 
Haman-gun, Gyeongsang-namdo, in 1916 and immigrated to Japan in 1923, also 
DUJXHV�WKDW�WKURXJK�UHDGLQJ�-DSDQHVH�OLWHUDWXUH���KH�³FDPH�WR�KDYH�VHQVLELOLWLHV�RI�
Japanese people on purpose, and perceive myself as a terribly unfortunate person 

46  Kim, Waga Ariran no Uta, 169.
47  Ibid., 169-170.
48  Ibid., 188.
49  Ibid., 155, 169.
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since I was born Korean.”50

Kim Moon-seon, who was born in Chungcheong-bukdo in 1925 and 
immigrated to Japan at the age of three in 1928, recalls that he felt he was different 
IURP�RWKHU�.RUHDQV��$IWHU�-DSDQ�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU�LQ�������KH�EHJDQ�
construction work with Koreans under a Korean boss. However, the environment of 
EHLQJ�VXUURXQGHG�RQO\�E\�³SXUH�.RUHDQV´�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�XQFRPIRUWDEOH�IRU�KLP��

I was more and more Japanized while I lived in different Japanese 
communities one after another, hiding the fact that I was Korean. [I was] 
KDOI�-DSDQHVH� WKDW� SXUH� .RUHDQV¶� FRPPXQLW\� VFRUQHG� DW� WKDW� WLPH�� «
This place [new working place] was under total control of a pure Korean 
community. It felt like another world. …Because [I] say something and do 
something based on my Japanese sense, those pure Koreans scorned me, 
and I couldn’t get along with them and often alienated.51 

The examples examined above demonstrate that the 1.5-generation Koreans who 
spent their childhood and adolescence in colonial Japan did not necessarily develop 
a strong sense of self as Koreans nor a sense of resistance against the Japanese. 
They could have been aware of prejudice and discrimination against them and had 
bitter feelings, however, the discrimination against Koreans in Japan had been so 
deeply institutionalized and prevalent in society that they, despite their discontent, 
internalized this unfair social environment. Moreover, since they were always 
exposed to the thoughts and sensibilities of the Japanese people whom they interact 
with on a daily basis, they themselves imitated and practiced the way of thinking of 
the Japanese people, consequently contributing to consolidate the negative image 
against Koreans held by the Japanese.

It can further be argued that their internalization and practice of the Japanese 
way of thinking might have come from their complexes about their Korean ethnicity. 
As discussed earlier, Albert Memmi argues that as a possible solution to the status 
DV�³LQIHULRU´�FRORQLDO�VXEMHFWV��WKH\�DWWHPSW�WR�EHFRPH�³HTXDO´�WR�WKH�FRORQL]HUV�DQG��
DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��GHYHORS�³D�FRPSOH[�RI�IHHOLQJV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�VKDPH�WR�VHOI�KDWH�´52 
In a similar manner, it is possible that some 1.5-generation Koreans tried to become 
closer to the Japanese colonizers out of desperation to detach themselves from 
WKH�³LQIHULRU´�VWDWXV�DQG�QHJDWLYH�LPDJH�RI�.RUHDQV��KHOG�E\�WKH�-DSDQHVH�DQG�DOVR�
internalized by themselves, some even developing into self-hate.

Based on this, it can be argued that some 1.5-generation Koreans developed 
complicated, or even contradictory, feelings towards their Korean ethnicity as well 
DV�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�FRPSDWULRWV��7KLV�LV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�VRPH�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�

50  Jang, $UX�=DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ�QR�.LURNX, 49.
51  Kim Moon-seon, +ǀUǀGHQ��6KǀZDVKL�QR�1DND�QR�=DLQLFKL�>$�6WRU\�RI�D�:DQGHUHU��
$�=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQ�LQ�WKH�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�6KRZD�(UD@��7RN\R��6DLU\XVKD�������������
52           Memmi, The Colonizer and the Colonized, 119-121.
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such as Kim Teseng who was born in Jeju-do (Jeju Island) in 1925 and immigrated 
WR�-DSDQ�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�¿YH�LQ�������+H�UHFDOOV�WKH�WKRXJKWV�DQG�IHHOLQJV�WKDW�KH�KHOG�
WRZDUGV�.RUHDQ�DGXOWV�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�IRXUWHHQ�VHHLQJ�WKHP�DV�³LJQRUDQW��¿OWK\��OD]\��
untrustable, barbarous, cunning, and indecent.”53 At the same time, however, he 
also confesses his thoughts and feelings were rather complicated:

[W]ere they no more than such people? Was it really true? …[S]uch an 
image [about them] was something that was imposed on me by those 
[Japanese] people who treated [Korean] people as vicious creatures and 
at the same time rejected [them] and denied them any opportunity to get 
out of their adversity. It was obviously prejudice. And it was because of this 
very prejudice that [Korean] people were persistent in their [Korean way of] 
life despite of suffering through despisal and humiliation [by the Japanese]. 
But I could not understand it [their lives] since I myself was polluted by such 
prejudice without myself realizing it.54 

+HUH�.LP�H[SUHVVHV�KLV�FRQIXVHG��FRQÀLFWLQJ�WKRXJKWV��KH�IROORZV�WKH�-DSDQHVH�E\�
holding a negative image towards Koreans, but at the same time, he is critical against 
the discriminative attitude of the same Japanese people. This contradictory thought 
and attitude manifested itself among Koreans yet in a different way after Japan went 
to war in the 1930s and Koreans were mobilized. Some 1.5-generation Koreans 
ZHUH�³ZLOOLQJ´�WR�ZRUN�IRU�-DSDQ¶V�ZDU�HIIRUW��+RZHYHU��WKHLU�³FRQWULEXWLRQ´�ZDV�QRW�
QHFHVVDULO\�EDVHG�VROHO\�RQ�WKHLU�³ZLOOLQJQHVV�´�EXW�DOVR�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�
discrimination against them and out of desperation to overcome it. 

1.5-generation Koreans: Aspired to Work for the Japanese Empire

The cases discussed in the previous section examined the 1.5-generation Koreans 
who adapted to Japanese society. The cases that will be discussed in the following 
JR�EH\RQG�LW��7KH\�DUH�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZKR�HYHQ�EHFDPH�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�RI�
the Japanese Empire.”

The news of Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 gave Kim 
0RRQ�VHRQ�� ZKR� ZDV� TXRWHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� VHFWLRQ�� D� ³VHQVH� RI� LQGHVFULEDEOH�
WHQVLRQ�´�D�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�KH�IHOW�EHFDXVH��KH�WKLQNV��KH�KDG�EHFRPH�D�³-DSDQHVH�´55 
:KHQ�-DSDQ�ORVW�WKH�ZDU�IRXU�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�$XJXVW�������KH�VDLG��³DV�D�PLOLWDU\�ER\�
tried hard to hold back my tears” as he saw his Japanese boss at a coal mine was 
weeping.56

53  Kim, Watashi no Ningen Chizu, 79.
54  Ibid.
55  Kim, +ǀUǀGHQ��6KǀZDVKL�QR�1DND�QR�=DLQLFKL, 105.
56  Ibid., 137.
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Jang Tae-hee, who was also quoted in the previous section, is another 
example. Jang says after Japan went to war, he worked hard for the sake of Japan’s 
war effort: 

I did this job [of making military swords] earnestly every day. Believing [that 
this was] for the Japanese military and for Japan to win the war, I worked 
hard without any personal interest and gain.57 

Jang also worked as a member of .\ǀZDNDL and sold war bonds to and collected 
donations from compatriot Koreans for war effort.58�+H�HYHQ�VD\V�WKDW�KH�³EHKDYHG�
DV�LI�>KH�ZDV@�D�-DSDQHVH��PRUH�VR�WKDQ�-DSDQHVH�SHRSOH��DQG�HYHQ�FRRSHUDWHG�IRU�
Japan’s war effort.”59

.LP�DQG� -DQJ¶V�DPELYDOHQW� LGHQWLWLHV�RI� EHLQJ�.RUHDQ�DQG�EHLQJ�D� ³OR\DO�
subject of the Japanese Empire” may seem contradictory. However, it is not 
necessarily so, as Yoon Geon-cha discusses: 

<RXQJ�JHQHUDWLRQV�ZKR�KDG�WKH�(PSHURU�FHQWUHG�VHQVH�RI�YDOXH�GULOOHG�LQWR�
them came to live a different psychological world from their parents whose 
OLYHV�ZHUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�³HYHU\WKLQJ�.RUHDQ�´�7KHVH�.RUHDQ�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�KDG�
grown up as “loyal young boys and girls” always kept it in mind to “become 
Japanese more than Japanese people,” and as a reaction to the denial of 
their identities as Koreans, they even came to have a mentality that they 
were willing to die for the Emperor.60 

,W�FDQ�EH�DUJXHG�WKDW� WKHLU�³ZLOOLQJQHVV´� WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�-DSDQ¶V�ZDU�HIIRUW�DPRQJ�
some Koreans was a result of the Japanization policy during the colonial period. 
7KHLU�³ZLOOLQJQHVV´�ZDV�DOVR�D�PHDQV�WR�RYHUFRPH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�.RUHDQV�
in Japanese society. For instance, historian Kang Duk-sang says he was an 
³HQWKXVLDVWLF�PLOLWDU\�ER\�´61 and entered Tama Junior High School in Tokyo which 
was, according to Kang, a quasi-military academy since the school was for students 
who wanted to enter a formal training academy for military cadres such as army 
DQG�QDYDO�RI¿FHUV�62�+H�UHFDOOV�WKDW�KLV�DVSLUDWLRQ�WR�EH�DQ�³HQWKXVLDVWLF�PLOLWDU\�ER\´�
HPHUJHG�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�³GHVSHUDWH�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�SRYHUW\�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�´63

Regarding this psychological state, Kim Gi-bong, who served the Japanese 
Imperial Army, discusses that even though serving the Japanese Empire was only 
WR�³SOD\�ULJKW�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�>WKH�DXWKRULWLHV�RI@�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´�.RUHDQV�

57 �-DQJ��³2NL]DUL�QL�VDUHWD�NDQNRNXMLQ�JHPEDNX�JLVHLVKD�LUHLKL�´�������
58  Ibid., 20-21.
59  Ibid., 28.
60  Yoon, Zainichi wo Kangaeru, 126.
61 �.DQJ��³:DWDVKL�WR�UHNLVKLJDNX�QR�GHDL�´�����
62  Ibid., 648.
63  Ibid.
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VWLOO�QHHGHG�WR�SURYH�WKDW�³ZH�.RUHDQV�ZHUH�LQ�QR�ZD\�LQIHULRU�WR�WKH�-DSDQHVH�´64 
,Q� RWKHU�ZRUGV�� FRQVFLRXVO\� RU� XQFRQVFLRXVO\�� EHFRPLQJ� DQ� ³HQWKXVLDVWLF�PLOLWDU\�
boy” and serving the Japanese Empire was, as Setsuko Miyata argues, a means 
IRU�.RUHDQV� WR� SURYH� WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH�QRW� ³LQIHULRU´� EXW� HTXDO� WR� -DSDQHVH�SHRSOH��
and consequently to dismiss all discrimination against them.65 Or in the words of Ko 
Samyong, serving the Japanese Empire and also dying for the Japanese Emperor 
ZDV� ³WKH�¿QDO� FRQFOXVLRQ´�DQG� ³WKH�RQO\�H[LW´� OHIW� IRU�.RUHDQV�ZKR� ³ZHUH�ERUQ�DV�
QRQ�-DSDQHVH�µ-DSDQHVH¶´�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�³QHYHU�HQGLQJ´�³VXIIHULQJ´�IURP�
discrimination against them.66

Yoon Geon-cha further elaborates these arguments, discussing the fact that 
these Koreans wished to become loyal subjects of and serve the Japanese Empire 
WR� HPHUJH� IURP� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DJDLQVW� WKHP�ZDV� D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ� RI� WKHLU� ³HWKQLF�
complex.” He argues that their ethnic complex made them believe that the only way 
IRU�WKHP�WR�OLYH�D�VDWLVIDFWRU\�OLIH�LV�WR�³EHFRPH�-DSDQHVH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�-DSDQHVH�
people.”67 His argument may resemble the argument by Memmi on complexes of the 
colonized, as discussed in the previous section.

7KHUH�ZHUH�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�ZKR�EHFDPH�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV´�DQG�ZHUH�
³ZLOOLQJ�WR�VHUYH�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´�$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�-DSDQL]DWLRQ�SROLF\�DQG�
particularly having received Japanization education during the colonial period, 
WKH\�PDGH� WKHP�EHOLHYH� WKDW� LW�ZDV� WKHLU� ³GXW\´� WR� VHUYH� WKH� FRXQWU\�� SDUWLFXODUO\�
DIWHU�-DSDQ�ZHQW�WR�ZDU�ZLWK�&KLQD�DQG�LQ�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��7KLV�SDWWHUQ� LV�
similar to the cases examined in the previous section where both of these groups 
of 1.5-generation Koreans, having spent their childhood and adolescence in the 
FRORQLDO�-DSDQ��ZHUH�³PDGH�LQWR�-DSDQHVH�´�$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKHLU�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�
serve Japan’s war effort also came out of their desire to overcome discrimination 
DJDLQVW�WKHP�LQ�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��VLQFH�WKH\�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�EHFRPLQJ�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�
RI� WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH´�ZRXOG�EH�D�PHDQV�RI�SURYLQJ� WKH\�ZHUH�QRW� ³LQIHULRU´� WR�
Japanese people. 

1.5-generation Koreans in the Post-1945 Era

So far, some cases of unique identity and ethnic consciousness among 1.5-generation 
Koreans born in Korea who immigrated to the Japanese mainland at young ages, 
and consequently spent their childhood and adolescence in colonial Japan have 
been examined. Some 1.5-generation Koreans developed anger and hatred 
WRZDUGV�WKH�-DSDQHVH�DV�PDQ\�ROGHU�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�KDG��1HYHUWKHOHVV��
as discussed in this paper, there were some cases that can be regarded as peculiar 

64  Yoon, Zainichi wo Kangaeru, 97.
65  Setsuko Miyata, &KǀVHQ�0LQVKǌ�WR�³.ǀPLQND´�6HLVDNX�>7KH�.RUHDQ�3HRSOH�DQG�
WKH�³-DSDQL]DWLRQ´�3ROLF\@��7RN\R��0LUDLVKD�����������������
66  Ko Samyong, Ikiru Koto no Imi >$�0HDQLQJ�RI�/LYLQJ@��7RN\R��&KLNXPDVKRER��
1974), 242.
67  Yoon, Zainichi wo Kangaeru, 97.
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to 1.5-generation Koreans. 
7KH�¿UVW�FDVH�ZDV�WKDW�VRPH�����JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV�IHOW�KXPLOLDWHG�IRU�WKHLU�

ethnic origins. The second case was that other 1.5-generation Koreans had come to 
UHJDUG�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�³-DSDQHVH�´�DQG�DGDSWHG�WR�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��7KH�WKLUG�FDVH�
was another group of 1.5-generation Koreans who had come to believe they were 
³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´

The commonality among the three cases is that these 1.5-generation Koreans 
had, during their childhoods and adolescences, critical periods for one’s personality 
development, had internalized the image of Koreans that had been constructed by 
the Japanese who were in power in Japanese society. This was closely related to the 
ambivalent policy towards Koreans of the Japanese Empire. Koreans were treated 
as subjects of the Japanese Empire. At the same time, Koreans were not always 
treated as equals as the Japanese, institutionally, socially, and psychologically. In 
turn, Koreans internalized this ambivalent perspective under the Japanese colonial 
measures which further led to the three types of development of identity and ethnic 
consciousness among 1.5-generation Koreans.

Then, what happened to them following Korea’s liberation from Japanese 
FRORQLDO�UXOH�LQ�����"�-DSDQ¶V�VXUUHQGHU��.RUHD¶V�OLEHUDWLRQ��DQG�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�.RUHDQ�
Peninsula—all these drastic changes had them experience (re-)development and 
confusion of their identity and ethnic consciousness.

An example of the former case is that of historian Park Kyong-sik. Park 
developed his identity as Korean through participating in the post-1945 activities of 
zainichi .RUHDQV¶�PRYHPHQW�IRU�XQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�3HQLQVXOD�DQG�DEROLWLRQ�RI�
discrimination against Koreans who remained in Japan:

8S�WR������>WKH�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�RI�.RUHD�IURP�-DSDQHVH�FRORQLDO�
UXOH� LQ� ����@�� ,� KDG� EHHQ� VXEVXPHG� E\� WKH� UDFLVW� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�
education policy of Japanization of the Japanese Empire, therefore, I could 
not develop ethnic subjectivity [i.e. consciousness] and gain any experience 
through which I could be proud [of being Korean].68 

0\� OLIH�XS� WR������ZDV� WKDW�RI�D�VODYH��DQG�«� ,�ZLOO� QHYHU� UHSHDW� VXFK�D�
KXPLOLDWLQJ� OLIH� ZLWKRXW� DQ� HWKQLF� LGHQWLW\�� >0\� OLIH� DIWHU� ����� KDV� EHHQ@� D�
process of struggling to regain my identity as a Korean.69 

:KLOH� 3DUN� JDLQHG� DQG� FRQVROLGDWHG� KLV� .RUHDQ� LGHQWLW\�� WKHUH� ZHUH� VRPH�
1.5-generation Koreans who experienced identity confusion, some of them not 
being able to get out of such confusion. In the case of historian Kang Duk-sang, 
KLV�DPELYDOHQW�LGHQWLW\�RI�EHLQJ�.RUHDQ�DQG�EHLQJ�D�³PLOLWDU\�ER\´�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�
Empire led to identity confusion after the empire dismantled and Korea was liberated 

68  Park Kyong-sik, =DLQLFKL�&KǀVHQMLQ��:DWDVKL�QR�6HLVKXQ�>=DLQLFKL�.RUHDQV��0\�
<RXWK@��7RN\R��6DQ�,FKL�6KRER�3XEOLVKLQJ�����������
69  Ibid., 239.
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in 1945. He recalls his complicated feeling immediately after Japan’s surrender: 

[As I was told by the teacher about Japan’s defeat] I cycled to my boarding 
house which was 20 kilometres away, being rather confused about what 
DFWXDOO\� KDSSHQHG�� :KHQ� ,� JRW� WKHUH�� LW� ZDV� ¿OOHG� ZLWK� SHRSOH� JULHYLQJ��
(YHU\RQH�ZDV�UDLVLQJ�WKHLU�IDFH�WR�WKH�VN\��SXQFKLQJ�WKH�ÀRRU�RXW�RI�FKDJULQ��
DQG�FU\LQJ�RXW��,W�ZDV�WKHQ��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��WKDW�,�FRPSUHKHQGHG�WKDW�-DSDQ�
had lost the war. However, I didn’t know why, I just couldn’t join that crowd in 
great sorrow. I was only a bystander, stunned and staring at them crying.70 

He then headed home, and on his way, he stopped at the house of a compatriot where 
dozens of Koreans gathered from across the town and were having a celebration. 
7KHUH�KH�VDZ�SHRSOH�PDNLQJ�D�.RUHDQ�QDWLRQDO�ÀDJ��)RU�.DQJ��LW�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
LQ�KLV�OLIH�WR�VHH�WKH�.RUHDQ�QDWLRQDO�ÀDJ��+H�UHFDOOV�

1RW�NQRZLQJ�LW�ZDV�WKH�.RUHDQ�QDWLRQDO�ÀDJ��,�ZDV�MXVW�VWXQQHG�DQG�JD]LQJ�
DW� WKHP�ZDYLQJ� WKH� ÀDJ� DQG� \HOOLQJ� ³+XUUD\�� *UHDW� .RUHD�´� DQG� ³+XUUD\��
LQGHSHQGHQFH�´�(DUOLHU� ,�ZDV�D�E\VWDQGHU�DPLG� WKH�JULHYLQJ�FURZG�>RI� WKH�
-DSDQHVH@�LQ�JUHDW�VRUURZ�IRU�WKH������VXUUHQGHU��DQG�QRZ�,�FRXOGQ¶W�MRLQ�WKH�
[Korean] people with a joyous mood for liberation. I felt some discomfort with 
both groups of people.71 

Similarly, Jung Hwan-gi who was born in Jinyang-gun, Gyeongsang-namdo, in 1924 
and immigrated to Japan at the age of three in 1927, recalls that when his father 
said he wanted to return to Korea immediately after Japan’s surrender, Jung and 
KLV�HOGHU�EURWKHU�IHOW�D�³JUHDW�DQ[LHW\´�EHFDXVH�³VLQFH�ZH�FDPH�WR�-DSDQ�DW�D�\RXQJ�
DJH��ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�WKH�KRPHODQG�>.RUHD@��:H�ZHUH�PRUH�ÀXHQW�LQ�-DSDQHVH�WKDQ�
LQ�RXU�PRWKHU�WRQJXH�>.RUHDQ@��+DYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�-DSDQHVH�VFKRROV��LQ�
the Japanese language, and as Japanese, both my brother and I sometimes felt the 
homeland was like a foreign country.”72

6RPH�RWKHUV�DFWXDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DIWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�.RUHD��(RP�
Boon-yeon who was born in Hapcheon-gun, Gyeongsang-namdo, in 1929 and 
immigrated to Japan with her family when she was one in 1930, returned to Korea 
following Japan’s surrender and Korea’s liberation. However, she recalls that Korean 
returnees from Japan like Eom had to endure prejudice and discrimination as they 
ZHUH�UHJDUGHG�DV�³SUR�-DSDQHVH´�ZKR�KDG�KDG�³OX[XULRXV´�OLYHV�LQ�-DSDQ�DQG�KDG�

70 �.DQJ��³:DWDVKL�WR�UHNLVKLJDNX�QR�GHDL�´�����
71  Ibid., 650-651.
72  Jung, Zainichi wo Ikiru, 73-74.
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little knowledge of the Korean language and customs.73 In terms of the language, 
for example, after returning to Korea she could not have an opportunity to receive 
D�SURSHU�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�OHDUQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH��DQG�ODFNHG�FRQ¿GHQFH��SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ�
writing, throughout her life.74�$V�D�UHVXOW��PDQ\�.RUHDQ�UHWXUQHHV�IHOW�LW�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
adapt to their new life in Korea, leading to some sort of identity confusion.

The ambivalent identity experienced by these 1.5-generation Koreans may 
sound perplexing. However, it may be understandable since, for those 1.5-generation 
.RUHDQV� ZKR� VSHQW� WKHLU� FKLOGKRRG� DQG� DGROHVFHQFH� LQ� -DSDQ�� .RUHD� ZDV� ³QRW�
ZKHUH�>WKH\@�µUHWXUQ�WR�¶�LW�>ZDV@�WKH�SODFH�WR�µJR¶�´�8QOLNH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV��.RUHD�ZDV�³DQ�
XQNQRZQ�SODFH´�IRU�WKHP��DQG�WKHLU�³H[SHULHQFH�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�.RUHD�ZDV�WRR�
OLWWOH�IRU�>WKHP@�WR�IHHO�XQFRQGLWLRQDO�DIIHFWLRQ�RQO\�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�>WKHLU@�KRPHODQG�´75 
In some cases, their memories of their time in Japan could be something to long for, 
even though they also experienced discrimination. The childhoods and adolescences 
WKH\� VSHQW� LQ� -DSDQ� FRXOG� VWLOO� EH� ³D� SUHFLRXV� WLPH�´� DQG� -DSDQ�ZDV� ³WKH� URRW� RI�
>WKHLU@� OLIH´�ZKHUHDV�WKH\�³FDQ�¿QG�QRZKHUH� LQ�.RUHD�WKDW�UHPLQGV�>WKHP@�RI� >WKHLU@�
childhood.”76

These 1.5-generation Koreans experienced (re-)development and confusion 
of their identity and ethnic consciousness following Japan’s surrender and Korea’s 
OLEHUDWLRQ��:KHWKHU��UH��GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKHLU�IXOO�DQG�¿UP�LGHQWLW\�DV�.RUHDQ�RU�DQ�
ambivalent, confusing identity, it can be pointed out that it again occurred under 
WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�D�SRZHU�UHODWLRQ�HLWKHU�YLV�j�YLV�WKH�-DSDQHVH�LQ�-DSDQ�ZKHUH�WKH\�
remained, or vis-à-vis Koreans in the homeland to which they returned. In the new 
political and social environment of the post-1945 period, 1.5-generation Koreans 
GHYHORSHG� D� QHZ� VHQVH� RI� VHOI�� UHÀHFWLQJ� WKH� QHZ� SRZHU� UHODWLRQV�� .RUHDQV� DV�
³2WKHUV´�LQ�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\�ZKR�ZHUH�QRZ�IXOO\�DZDUH�RI�WKHLU�HWKQLFLW\�DQG�FOHDUO\�
distinguished from the Japanese, especially having been deprived of their previous 
Japanese nationality following the dismantlement of the Japanese Empire; or 
returnees in Korea who were not necessarily familiar with the life in Korea and were 
envied by their compatriots in Korea for their previous life in Japan.  

Conclusion

This paper examined the development and changes of identity and ethnic 
consciousness among 1.5-generation zainichi Koreans that occurred within the 
colonial power relationship with the Japanese. The cases of 1.5-generation zainichi 

73 �(RP�%RRQ�\HRQ��³+LURVKLPD�NDUD�QLJHWH�NLWD´�>,�HVFDSHG�IURP�+LURVKLPD@��LQ�
Hiroshima E: Kankoku no Hibakusha no Shuki >7R�+LURVKLPD��$XWRELRJUDSKLHV�E\�.RUHDQ�
$�ERPE�9LFWLPV@��HG��.DQNRNX�QR�*HPEDNX�KLJDLVKD�ZR�.\ǌHQVXUX�6KLPLQ�QR�.DL��+LURVKL-
PD��.DQNRNX�QR�*HPEDNX�KLJDLVKD�ZR�.\ǌHQVXUX�6KLPLQ�QR�.DL�����������������
74  Ibid., 132.
75  Lee Sang-geum, Hambun no Furusato: Watashi ga Nihon ni Ita Toki no Koto >$�
+DOI�+RPHODQG��7KH�7LPH�,�6SHQW�LQ�-DSDQ@��7RN\R��)XNXLQNDQ�6KRWHQ�������������
76  Ibid., 9.

ZAINICHI KOREANS   63 



Koreans examined in this paper are particularly unique to them compared to those of 
¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�.RUHDQV��7KHUH�ZHUH�SULPDULO\�WKUHH�FDVHV�DV�IROORZV���L��7KRVH�ZKR�
felt humiliated for their ethnic origin; (ii) those who had come to regard themselves 
DV�³-DSDQHVH´�DQG�DGDSWHG�WR�-DSDQHVH�VRFLHW\��DQG��LLL��WKRVH�ZKR�KDG�FRPH�WR�
EHOLHYH�WKH\�ZHUH�³OR\DO�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�-DSDQHVH�(PSLUH�´

Moreover, 1.5-generation Koreans who spent their childhoods and 
DGROHVFHQFHV�LQ�FRORQLDO�-DSDQ�ZHUH�GLUHFWO\�LQÀXHQFHG�DQG�DIIHFWHG�WR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
degree by some of the most drastic changes of the geopolitical landscape of the 
region such as Japan’s colonial rule over Korea, and the collapse of the Japanese 
Empire. These changes were accompanied by shifting power relations surrounding 
them. Consequently, their identities and ethnic consciousness developed, changed, 
re-developed, and even went through periods of confusion following Korea’s 
liberation from Japanese colonial rule in 1945.

:LWK� VXFK�SHFXOLDULW\� DQG�G\QDPLFV�� WKH� FDVHV�RI� ����JHQHUDWLRQ�zainichi 
Koreans examined in this paper may represent the diversity of identity and ethnic 
consciousness among Korean people. They also present an example of the 
dynamics, complexity, and diversity of one’s identity and ethnic consciousness 
that are formed in interplay with others within the power relations of society. As 
suggested by President Moon’s words quoted at the beginning of this paper, identity 
and ethnic consciousness can be a strong tool to unite people. However, it should 
be remembered that there is always some room for diversity and complexity which 
is sometimes overlooked. This understanding may lead to re-examination of the 
national/ethnic identity of Korean people, and to relativized multi-dimensional 
perspectives on the issues of the colonial past.
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