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Zhen Zhang

zhang.zhen@u.nus.edu

Zhen Zhang is a second-year student in the Master of International Affairs 
(MIA) Program, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University 
of Singapore.

The Anh Phan, Ngoc Hung Nguyen, Duc Hoang Nang,  
Nam Hoang Phuc, and Anh Doan Thi Kim

cellulosetrinitrate.07@gmail.com

The research team, composed of five students from Foreign Trade University in
Hanoi, Vietnam, is studying the impact of tax-related factors on foreign direct
investment (FDI) in selected Asian countries with positive FDI growth. Their
project aims to provide insights into how tax policies influence global economic
flows and investment decisions. With a solid background in international 
business and economics, the team is passionate about connecting academic 
research with real-world applications and contributing to discussions on 
sustainable development and economic policy.

Elyza Cordova, Mikaela Gabrielle de Castro

elyza.cordova.ab@ust.edu.ph, mikaelagabrielle.decastro.ab@ust.edu.ph

Contributor Acknowledgement: We want to acknowledge the University of 
Santo Tomas, Faculty of Arts and Letters - Department of Interdisciplinary 
Studies and AB Asian Studies program, along with our advisor, Asst. Prof. 
Jan Michael Denila, MPS, for his refreshing support and insightful guidance. 
His expertise in international relations and encouragement to critically explore 
concepts such as Edward Said’s Orientalism have been instrumental in shaping 
and refining the thesis scope. We are deeply grateful for his dedication, greatly 
enriching our academic journey.
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Elyza Cordova served as the creatives head of the UST’s Asian Studies Society’s 
dancing guild, Furasia. She also produced various creative outputs for the Asian 
Studies Society (ASSOC)’s Office of Public Relations. She was a head staff 
and partnerships member of the UST Model ASEAN Meeting and UST Model 
United Nations. Additionally, she was an intern at the Embassy of Greece in the 
Philippines.

Mikaela Gabrielle de Castro is a writer and the former blog editor of 
TomasinoWeb. Her essays were featured in different local news publications. She 
was a digital communications and program communications intern for Rappler 
and the ASEAN University Network (AUN). Currently, she is a marketing and 
events intern at the Italian Chamber of Commerce in the Philippines (ICCPI). 


